Celebrating Southern
Maryland Women

CONSTITUTIONOFTHEUNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA1789 AMENDMENTXIX
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Officially adopted on August 26, 1920

INTRODUCTION
MARGARETBRENT

A

s the Calvert Marine Museum celebrates 50 years
of education and research in paleontology, estuarine
biology, and maritime history of the Chesapeake Bay
region, we present an exhibit highlighting women who
have made significant impacts in these fields in Calvert
County, Southern Maryland, and the state. The exhibit also
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th
Amendment, giving women the right to vote in the United
States. From Margaret Brent to Margaret Dunkle, we
invite you to share in the accomplishments and triumphs of
Maryland women during this very important celebration of
the 19th Amendment.
Conjectural drawing of “Margaret Brent” by Edwin Tunis,
ca. 1934. Prepared for the use of Government House.
Courtesy of the Maryland State Archives, (1997 (rev. 1998))
SC 1480.
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Photo entitled “Friday Evening” by N.H. Busey,
Baltimore Special Collections Department, Bryn
Mawr College Library, Thomas photo collection.

Edmonston, Washington, D.C. Mrs. Donald R. Hooker,
Baltimore, Md., who will speak at Woman’s Party
Conference, Seneca Falls, July 21. Photograph. Library
of Congress.

Originally published in the Bulletin of the Pan American
Union, Vol. LIV, Jan-June 1922.
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ore than a century before American
independence, Margaret Brent (pictured
on prior panel, top-right), an English
noblewoman who settled in Maryland with
her family, petitioned the provincial court for
the right to vote. Brent and her sisters owned
approximately 70 acres of land called “Sisters
Freehold” and an additional 50 acres named
“St. Andrews.” In 1648, Brent was appointed
Lord Baltimore’s attorney—responsible for
his accounts and holdings. Thomas Green,
governor of Maryland, denied Brent’s request
for a voice and a vote.
As support for women’s right to vote in
Maryland grew in the early 20th century,
Elizabeth King Ellicott (pictured on prior panel,
left) entered the scene actively promoting
equal opportunities for women in education
and in wages. Ellicott led the effort to create
unified momentum among various state
suffrage organizations. Ellicott also led the
Maryland Federation of Women’s Clubs, stating,
“I am convinced of the Vitality and far reaching
influence of the federation and its usefulness
in supplying to the lives of women and
communities in which they dwell, a power
for good and for progress.”
Joining Elizabeth King Ellicott’s Equal
Suffrage League of Baltimore in 1907 and
organizing the Just Government League in
1909, Edith Houghton Hooker (pictured on
prior panel, center) believed that conditions
for women would improve if they had the
right to vote. In 1912, Houghton Hooker
created the Maryland Suffrage News to

make suffrage information readily available
to the public and emphasize the statewide
presence of the movement. Her journalistic
success allowed her to become editor of
The Suffragist in 1917, the official publication
of the National Women’s Party. Houghton
Hooker also traveled the state of Maryland in
an automobile, holding parlor and open-air
meetings in support of women’s suffrage.
Upon moving to Maryland in 1887, Madeleine
Lemoyne Ellicott (pictured on prior panel,
bottom-right) was denied admittance to
Johns Hopkins University, which effectively
ended her academic career. Ellicott turned
her attention to civic issues and became
a vocal member of the growing women’s
suffrage movement. With her compatriots,
Carrie Chapman Catt and Sadie Crockin,
Ellicott attended the first League of Women
Voters of the United States in Chicago,
Illinois, in 1920. Immediately upon her return
to Maryland, Ellicott founded the League of
Women Voters of Maryland and served as its
president until 1940. Ellicott was a key figure
in organizing the Pan-American Conference
of Women in Baltimore in 1922 and worked
to improve the Maryland legal system,
particularly the experiences of young women
in Juvenile Court.

Group at the International Tree Planting, with women
from 21 nations who are attending the Pan-American
Conference of Women. In the center of the group are
Antoinette Carter Hughes, wife of the US Secretary of
State, Grace Coolidge and Vice President Calvin Coolidge.
Photo originally taken by the Baltimore Sun in 1920.
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n the mid-Atlantic region, Maryland led the charge for women’s suffrage. Following the Civil War,
the Maryland Equal Rights Society in Baltimore organized a national convention in 1872. Years
later, Maryland welcomed suffrage pilgrims during their expedition from New York to Washington,
D.C., during the 1913 Suffrage Procession. While African American women were frequently
excluded from participation in suffrage activities, the Progressive Women’s Suffrage Club in
Baltimore formed in 1915 to work toward enfranchisement of all women in the state. Despite the
efforts of Maryland suffragists, the state legislature consistently voted against enfranchisement
for women. Few areas in Maryland offered women limited suffrage including Annapolis and Still
Pond, where women could vote in municipal elections. Maryland women continued to lobby
for suffrage by participating in national demonstrations, including the National Woman’s Party
picketing of the White House. In June 1919, Congress passed the 19th Amendment but it still
required 36 states to approve or ratify the amendment. On February 20, 1920, Maryland voted
against ratification, but by August 1920, 36 states had ratified the amendment. Women could
no longer be denied the right to vote.

MARYLANDWOMEN’SHALLOFFAME

T

he Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame was established in 1985 by the Maryland Commission for
Women and the Maryland Legislature. Its mission is “to honor Maryland women who have made
unique and lasting contributions to the economic, political, cultural, and social life of the state
and to provide visible models of achievement for tomorrow’s female leaders.” Inspired by this
extensive list of women and their accomplishments, the Calvert Marine Museum’s “HERstory:
Celebrating Southern Maryland Women” exhibit echoes the mission of the Maryland Women’s
Hall of Fame. For more information on influential women from Maryland, please visit the
Maryland State Archives sponsored website: https://mdwomensheritagecenter.org/womenshall-of-fame.

DR.
SUSAN
KIDWELL
S

usan Kidwell loves sedimentary rocks and
fossils! Her primary research interest focuses
on the formation of the fossil record.

Kidwell’s maternal grandfather built a vacation
cottage at Kenwood Beach in Calvert County,
Maryland, in the 1920s. Kidwell grew up in
Alexandria, Virginia, but as a child regularly
visited Kenwood Beach. From there she
explored the local beach, woods, and the
Calvert Cliffs. Kidwell further pursued her
passion of natural history by learning about
field geology from her geologist father.

In college, she majored in geology, preferring
the stratigraphic1 record to the paleobiology2 of
particular fossil groups. She chose her familiar
Calvert Cliffs as her doctoral thesis study
area. Her 1982 Yale dissertation Stratigraphy,
Invertebrate Taphonomy,3 and Depositional
History of the Miocene Calvert and Choptank
Formations, Atlantic Coastal Plain, led to a
series of benchmark papers that established
her as a leading authority on the stratigraphy
of these formations and the processes
recorded therein. Now a tenured professor
at the University of Chicago, Dr. Kidwell
has developed other geoscience research
interests but still returns to Calvert Cliffs to
organize and lead field trips.
Stratigraphic [ strat-i-graf-ik ]: geology dealing with the classification, nomenclature, correlation,
and interpretation of stratified rocks.

1

Paleobiology [ pey-lee-oh-bahy-ol-uh-jee ]: a branch of paleontology dealing with fossil life forms,
especially with reference to their origin, structure, and evolution.
2

Taphonomy [ tuh-fon-uh-mee ]: the study of the environmental conditions affecting the
preservation of animal or plant remains. Also, the circumstances and processes of fossilization.

3

Photo courtesy of the Department of Geophysical
Sciences at The University of Chicago
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1925-2019
Photo courtesy of the Calvert Marine Museum

S

andy Roberts grew up in Carroll County,
Maryland, and was a 1947 graduate of the
University of Maryland. Her first employer
was the Central Intelligence Agency, where
she worked until 1962. She then went on to
teach school in Fairfax County, Virginia, until
retirement in 1978. Roberts became a Calvert
County, Maryland resident in 1974 after she and
her husband built a home along Scientists Cliffs.
She became an active member of the Retired
Calvert Teachers Association, and volunteered
at the restored One-Room School House, Flag
Ponds Nature Center, Battle Creek Cypress
Swamp, and the Calvert Marine Museum.

For some years, she authored the “Fossil
Facts” column in the museum’s Bugeye
Times newsletter. She particularly enjoyed
explaining her fossil collection to children
and was always ready to share one of her
favorite fossil show-and-tells or a puzzling
beach find to challenge adults. Roberts
was a charter member of the museum’s
Fossil Club and founding editor of the club’s
newsletter, The Ecphora. During the Fossil
Club’s formative years, meetings were
held in her home and she led many field
trips—providing access to the beach and
cliffs. Following her passing, Sandy’s family
donated her fossil collection to the Calvert
Marine Museum.
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Photo by Alfred Eisenstaedt/The LIFE Picture Collection.

uthor and ecologist Rachel Carson began her world-renowned
career in science writing and marine biology at Pennsylvania
College for Women. After receiving her M.A. degree
from Johns Hopkins University in 1932, she wrote a series of
articles on aquatic life for the Baltimore Sun. While working
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Carson wrote an article
for Reader’s Digest detailing the detrimental effects of the
harmful pesticide DDT, based on research from the Patuxent
Wildlife Refuge in Laurel, Maryland. However, editors of the
magazine deemed the article too unpleasant for publishing.
Never dissuaded, Carson continued to write and promote
environmental advocacy. Inspired by correspondence with a
friend about the loss of avian life after a local area was treated
with DDT, Carson produced Silent Spring in 1962. While many in
the chemical industry and government attempted to discredit
her work, Justice William O. Douglas called her book, “the most
important chronicle of this century for the human race.” Shortly
after its publication, Rachel Carson passed away. Her work is
credited with being the catalyst for the formation of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency.

DR.
EUGENIE
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1922-2015

Photo courtesy of the Mote Marine Laboratory.

C

hildhood visits to the New York Aquarium
inspired Eugenie Clark to pursue a career
as a marine biologist. After receiving M.A.
and Ph.D. degrees from New York University
in 1955, Clark founded the Cape Haze Marine
Laboratory in Florida that later became the
world famous Mote Marine Laboratory.
In the 1950s, when the sport of SCUBA diving
was in its infancy, Dr. Clark was among the first
scientists to use it for studying marine life. At
a time when science was a male-dominated
field, Dr. Clark proved that women could make
significant contributions to the scientific
community.

Dr. Clark taught and conducted research at
the University of Maryland from 1968 to 1999,
and continued to teach there, periodically,
until her death in 2015. She published over 175
scientific articles detailing the results of her
various research projects. While Dr. Clark’s
research covered a wide range of marine
biological topics, she was best known for her
work studying poisonous fishes and sharks.
She authored two books, Lady with a Spear
(1953) and The Lady and the Sharks (1969), and
numerous articles for popular publications. Her
writings and frequent public appearances made
her something of a “scientific celebrity.” Known
as “the shark lady,” Dr. Clark effectively utilized
her fame to promote marine conservation.

DR.
GRACE
BRUSH
Top left photo by David Harp”, https://www.
hakaimagazine.com/features/scientist-who-reads-losthistory-mud/
Top right photo by Will Kirk, Johns Hopkins University.
Taken for the Maryland Sea Grant Magazine,
Chesapeake Quarterly, Volume 3, Issue 1.

G

race S. Brush is a Professor Emerita of Environmental
Health and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University.
She received a B.A. in economics at St. Francis Xavier
University, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada; a M.S. in botany
at the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois; and a Ph.D. in
biology at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Dr. Brush’s research focuses on the long-term history
of the estuarine ecosystem, and the effects of climate
change and human activities on both the land and water.
Specific studies include:
▶

mapping the woody vegetation of Maryland showing
relationships between tree species, geology, and
hydrology;

▶

the relation between the history of sedimentation in
the Chesapeake Bay and tributaries and the history
of land use in the watershed including deforestation,
agriculture, and urban development;

▶

history of the Chesapeake food web;

▶

effects of land use on anoxia (decreased oxygen levels)
in the bay, and anoxia’s effect on the bay’s food web;

▶

the evolution of the fresh water wetlands.

These studies are based on sediment
core data and historical records.

CAPT.

SUSIE
BRINSFIELD

1878-1975

S

usie Brinsfield was born Susanna Langley in
St. Mary’s County, Maryland. At the age of
12, her family moved to Solomons, Maryland,
where she developed a keen interest in the
water. She married three times and outlived
each husband. In 1929, she began hauling freight
aboard schooners with her third husband,
William Brinsfield. They transported logs, gravel,
oyster shells, and produce between ports across
the Chesapeake Bay and carried lumber from
North Carolina to Baltimore on their schooners,
Josephine Wimsatt and D. J. Ward. Capt. Susie
tended the sails, worked on the yawl boat
engine, kept the pumps working, and served
as cook. After William’s death, she continued
hauling freight aboard the D.J. Ward—earning
respect and admiration as one of Southern
Maryland’s few female schooner captains.
She later left her schooner in Back Creek and
moved into a small cottage, near Solomons, not
much larger than the cabin of the boat that her
brother built for her. Like her boat, the building
had no running water, electricity, or central heat.
According to her nephew, “Pepper” Langley,
“That’s the way she lived on the boat and that’s
the way she wanted to live on the shore.”

Top photo, CMM collection, P-00898, 1970.
Bottom photo, CMM collection, P-01524, 1932.
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dith Taylor of Lusby, Maryland, served as
a U.S. Coast Guard-licensed charter boat
captain for 20 years. She and her husband,
Matthew “Mac” Taylor, operated their charter
boat business on Mill Creek and took customers
out on fishing trips during weekends and
holidays. They conducted their business mostly
by word of mouth and catered primarily
to African American church groups from
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland.
The Taylors named their first boat Miss Maxine,
after one of their six daughters who loved the
water. Edith Taylor earned her captain’s license
in 1979. The same year, they named their second
boat the Miss Maxine II. It was licensed to
carry 23 passengers, in addition to the captain
and crew. Like her husband, Captain Edie
Taylor worked other jobs during the week.

Top photo by Paula Johnson, CMM
collection, PRP-PJ051-20, 1982.
Bottom photo by Paula Johnson, CMM
collection, PRP-PJ051-01, 1982.
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H

arriet Elizabeth Brown was born in Baltimore
City, Maryland in 1907 and her family later
moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where
she attended the prestigious Philadelphia
Normal School for Girls. This school catered to
“academically talented young girls” from middle
class families. After completing her studies
there, Brown earned a B.A. degree in teaching
from Morgan State College, and a M.A. degree
from the University of Maryland.
Brown came to Calvert County in 1929 as a
22-year-old teacher and eventually became
the principal of Mt. Hope Colored School. The
schoolhouse was built by Booker T. Washington
through the Julius Rosenwald Fund. It was a
three-room school where two grades studied
in each room. As principal of Mt. Hope, Brown
fought to ensure that her
students had the necessary
resources to receive the best
possible education.

Photo courtesy of the Maryland State Archives

In 1937, Brown sued the Calvert County Board
of Education for equal pay between black and
white teachers. She had similar educational
qualifications and experience as white teachers,
but earned $600 per year while white teachers
earned $1,100. Thurgood Marshall, a recent
Howard University Law School graduate and
counsel with the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, provided
legal representation for Brown. While there
was no judicial determination, the county
commission intervened and agreed that Brown
should receive pay equal to that of white
teachers in Calvert County. This case provided
the precedent for equalization of pay in
Maryland and throughout the South. Maryland
Governor Harry Nice endorsed equalization of
pay statewide and the General Assembly of
Maryland enacted Maryland’s Pay Equalization
Law in 1941. Of her suit against Calvert County,
Brown is reported to have said, “If I lose my job,
at least it’s for something worthwhile.”

MARY
JACKSON
Photo courtesy of NASA. https://www.nasa.gov/content/mary-jackson-biography

M

ary (Winston) Jackson had a remarkable
talent for mathematics and a passion
for helping others to succeed. Born in
Hampton, Virginia, she endured years of
discrimination as a woman of color. Despite the
challenges life presented, Jackson persisted,
pursuing careers in education, mathematics,
aerospace engineering, and advocacy. In 1942,
she was a mathematics teacher at the William
Sampson Brooks High School, a school for
African American students in Calvert County.
Following her year teaching, Jackson returned
to Hampton where she worked in several
different capacities until 1951, when she was
recruited to be a research mathematician at
NASA’s Langley Research Center.
After two years in the computing pool, Jackson
worked in wind tunnel research that led her
to pursue a degree in aerospace engineering
through the University of Virginia. Upon
completion of her degree in 1958, she became
the first female African American aerospace
engineer employed by NASA.

1921-2005

As an engineer, collecting data from wind
tunnels in an effort to improve U.S. airplanes,
she authored or co-authored 12 technical papers
detailing her research. After two decades as
an engineer, Jackson managed the Federal
Women’s Program and the Affirmative Action
Program at NASA, where she influenced the
hiring and promotion of women and minorities
in STEM careers at NASA.
Jackson was a dedicated professional and a
leader in her community, serving organizations
including Girl Scouts, United Way, and the
National Technical Association. She inspired
those around her and future generations through
her outstanding professional achievements,
as well as through her many acts of kindness,
support, and encouragement. Mary Jackson was
featured in the 2016 book, Hidden Figures, and
later portrayed in the movie of the same name by
Janelle Monáe, thus bringing her inspiring story
to millions of people worldwide.

CLARA
DIXON
1912-1991

C

lara Dixon was born into a family of boat
builders and watermen in the community
of Olivet in Calvert County, Maryland. She
graduated from Solomons High School and
the University of Maryland and taught high
school in the Calvert, Prince Georges, and
Anne Arundel County school systems. She
completed graduate work in library science
and established the libraries at Glen Burnie and
Northeast High Schools.
While teaching, Dixon spent her weekends
and summers at Olivet where she was church
treasurer and served as a trustee of the Olivet
United Methodist Church. She volunteered
to help establish Manidokan, the first United
Methodist Camp in the Baltimore Conference.
In the early 1970s, Dixon began volunteering
at the new Calvert Marine Museum. She
worked as a docent, organized the first library,
cataloged the photograph collection, and
served on the Board of Governors. From 1976
to 1983, she was the editor of the museum’s
newsletter, the Bugeye Times, and authored a
number of articles. In 1983, she and Museum
Director Ralph Eshelman prepared the booklet
Historical Tours Through Southern Maryland:
Solomons by Foot, Bicycle, or Boat. She also
gave freely of her time and skills at many
museum events demonstrating seafood
cookery, teaching the art of eel pot making,
and sharing her knowledge of local history
and culture.

Photo by Susie Fitzhugh, CMM collection, P-02092, 1982.

Photo courtesy of Marvin Breckinridge Patterson, Library of Congress (26), Amsterdam, c. 1940
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n 1940, while stationed in Berlin, CBS radio
correspondent Mary Marvin Breckinridge
married career diplomat Jefferson Patterson.
She was one of the legendary “Murrow Boys” that
included Walter Cronkite. As the granddaughter
of industrialist B. F. Goodrich, Mrs. Patterson came
from a wealthy background. Before her marriage,
she was a photojournalist and an early female
airplane pilot. One of several properties owned
by the Patterson’s was Point Farm in St. Leonard,
Maryland. Donated to the state of Maryland
by Mrs. Patterson in 1983, it is now the site of
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.

As the community mourned the loss of
Jefferson Patterson, a stalwart supporter of the
Calvert Marine Museum, his widow continued
support to bolster the museum and started
a project of her own. In 1985, Mrs. Patterson
donated $35,000 to the Calvert Marine
Museum for its capital development campaign.
Her contribution would fund a conservation
laboratory to house and preserve collections of
photographs, slides, maps,
and paintings.
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P

aula J. Johnson is a curator in the Division
of Work and Industry at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of American History.
Johnson has a M.A. degree from the University
of Texas, Austin, in American folklore and
cultural anthropology. She also holds a B.A.
in English from Gustavus Adolphus College
in St. Peter, Minnesota. She has published
books and articles on the fisheries of the
Chesapeake Bay, traditional work boats, and
maritime communities.
Johnson worked at the Calvert Marine Museum
between 1981 and 1990 serving first as the
folklorist, then as Curator of Maritime History,
and finally as Interim Director. During her
tenure at the Calvert Marine Museum, Johnson
curated the following exhibits: Everyday Life
Along the Patuxent; Built to Work: Building
Deadrise Workboats in Southern Maryland;
Seasons of Abundance, Seasons of Want:
Making a Living from the Waters of the
Patuxent; Maritime Patuxent: A River and Its
People; and Charting the Chesapeake, 15901990. Since her move to the Smithsonian,
Johnson is responsible for both the food
technology and marine resources collections.

Top photo courtesy of the Smithsonian
https://www.smithsonianjourneys.org/
experts/paula-johnson/
Bottom photo by Carl Fleischhauer.
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F

rom children’s theaters, learning centers,
capital projects, and museum administration,
Sherrod Sturrock’s creativity and passion
for community have left an indelible mark
on Calvert County. Sturrock earned a B.A.
degree in speech and drama from Virginia
Commonwealth University in 1973 and a
M.A. degree in education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education in 1981. Of her
nearly 30 year tenure with Calvert County
Government, she spent 14 years at the Calvert
Marine Museum, first as the Deputy Director
for Education and Special Programs, and in
April 2016 was appointed Director.

Sturrock’s vision for the museum enhanced
its value as a community destination, creating
a place for families to build memories and
traditions. Always focused on education,
Sturrock’s first major project was renovating
the Discovery Room, now the premier early
education space in the county. She worked
with staff and community members to develop
the annual Solomons Maritime Festival to
celebrate Southern Maryland traditions. In
addition, Sturrock was instrumental in making
the Dee of St. Mary’s a fixture in educational
programming at the museum. In 2012, Sturrock
spearheaded a renovation and design project
that ultimately resulted in the newly minted
Benning Education Center. Reflecting on her
time spent at the museum, Sturrock says, “I
have learned so much about our prehistory,
natural history, and maritime heritage, and it
has stoked a desire to always learn about the
places in which I find myself.”

MARYDOLLY
HARRISON
1917-1987

M

ary Harrison was born and raised in
Calvert County, Maryland. She attended
a one-room schoolhouse, Mt. Harmony
Elementary, and, after graduating from Calvert
High School in 1934, attended business
college. She was in the lumber business for
50 years and founded the Owings Lumber
Company. Whereas lumber was her business,
her church, community, county, and state
were her life’s work.
Harrison gave back to her community in every
way that she could. In 1978, she was elected
the first female Calvert County Commissioner.
Re-elected in 1982, she served three years as
Board President. She worked diligently for
quality education, preservation of history and
natural habitats, the best medical facilities,
and cultural institutions. The Mary D. Harrison
Cultural Arts Center was dedicated to her
memory shortly after her death in 1987.

Photo by Paula Johnson,
CMM collection, P-04147, 1986.
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Photo courtesy of the Maryland State Archives

M

argaret Claire Dunkle was born in 1947
and has lived in Calvert, Cecil, and Garrett
Counties in Maryland. She attended
Syracuse University and attained her BA in 1969.
She is perhaps best known for her instrumental
role in the fight to enact Title IX in 1972,
legislation that prohibits sex discrimination in
schools and colleges receiving federal funding.
Dunkle joined the Association of American
College’s Project on the Status and Education
of Women after the passage of Title IX
legislation. Her analysis and documentation
on discrimination against female collegiate
athletes led to the publication of her manual,
Competitive Athletics: In Search of Equal
Opportunity which is consulted nationwide.

Dunkle penned over 100 publications and
received numerous awards for her relentless
crusade to improve inequitable conditions for
women in the United States. Dunkle’s success in
policy and legislation include influential changes
in the areas of educational opportunities for
women in science and technology, health
insurance provisions for pregnant and parenting
college students, developmental screenings
for students in early childhood programs, and
vaccine safety. In 2017, Margaret Dunkle was
named among Maryland’s 100 Top Women.
Today, she is the Lead Research Scientist with
the Department of Health Policy at George
Washington University.

